
Salim i Edin Hajdarovac –Father and son woodcarving craftsmen  
 
I'm Salim Hajdarovac, son of Suleiman. I've been in this activity since the early years, 

because this was my father’s occupation. With him I also learned the craft of carving. I started 
in 1962, when I took the knifes in my hands and started a bit to work with wood, giving the 

soul to the wood so the wood can revive, with a variety of motives, roses, grapes, leaves. 
Later, I carved images (Mostar, Pocitelj, a variety of old buildings). It's all beautifully done 
and the work of our workshops can be found in homes all over the world. Lifelong I carved 

wood, although I did other jobs.  
In the former Yugoslavia there was more work, because we had shops on the sea, we were 

selling souvenirs, we had stands. After that we had pause in this job, one could not live of  
carvings, so I was forced by circumstances to switch to another job. 10 years ago wood 
carvings had revived again. We worked on the antique furniture, pictures, graphic characters 

and crosses, we did mainly items with religious characteristics. As regards project Chair for 
the Pope, everything was done manually. The chair is heavy 88 kg and whole was made here 

by hand without any machine. 
 
I am Edin Hajdarovac, Salim’s son. As my father stayed all his life in the woodcarving with 

his father, me too, as little boy, I used to touch tools and to stay in the workshop. It was 
always interesting. I grew up so I had to find some job. I loved the job. I've done many things 

(specially graphic characters and crosses). It is a gift from God, familiar gift and goes well to 
me. 

 
We had job, it was always normal intensity, but since 2015 we have much more, when we had 
the good fortune and the confidence to make a chair for Pope Francis. Making the chairs was 

a great experience and really we made it with love. Every night when we went to bed, we 
could not wait for day after to continue the work: it had to be something "perfect". We really 
worked hard and we know that everyone is satisfied. 

 
In 2015, many people did not know about us, but it has improved after the chair, advertising 

and media presentation of positive stories. We are glad that we have sent a positive story in 
the world from Zavidovici. Unfortunately, only a few good things are happening in our city. 
So, after the chair, business improved. You can’t become rich, this is all handmade. Business 

is slow, there is no stamping of 100 - 500 pieces, but it is better to do, there are more orders 
and more satisfactions. 

 
As for the job, it was better before the war than now. But following the Pope's chair, there is 

more work than before. The media made their part, commercials were huge:  TV’s from all 
around the world were in this little workshop. So I am now called by people all over the 
world. 
 
The only thing we regret is that only a few young people appear to do this job. Here we have a 

guy who works with us. He is trained by me and my son. His name is Edib. We hope that he 
will be a good master in the carving. It takes time, it is very important to have the will and 
talent, so the old grandfather is going to make a real master of him. 

 



 
 


